
CAPITAL BUDGET ASK: INVEST $50M IN THE EARLY
LEARNING FACILITIES (ELF) FUND AND $8.6M IN
THE ELF PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT PROGRAM

The ELF Fund makes high-quality, affordable preschool and child care available to more
Washington families by preserving and expanding physical capacity to serve children.

Through ELF Fund programs, Early
Childhood Education and Assistance
Program (ECEAP) and/or Working
Connections Child Care (WCCC) providers
can access grants for pre-development,
remodel, purchase, construction, and/or
minor renovations of early learning facilities
and classrooms. More learning space is a key
component of working families having more
access to early care and education. ELF Fund
resources are distributed through three
grant programs including:

Eligible organizations grant
Health and safety minor renovation grant
Public school district grant

Health & Safety Minor Renovations Eligible Organizations Public School Districts

Received 179 applications ($21M) 212 applications ($196M) 5 applications ($5.406M)

Awarded 64 applications ($7M) 48 applications ($37.5M) 5 applications ($5.406M)

Funding Gap 115 applications ($14M) 164 applications ($157M) N/A

2023-2025 Early Learning Facilities (ELF) Fund Programs

Since its inception in 2017, the ELF Fund has retained and/or created a total of
17,676 early learning slots and has leveraged $274.4 million in non-state
resources. Many of these resources have been prioritized for communities in
greatest need, including:

Rural counties and/or small cities and towns;
Child care deserts (where the demand for care far outweighs the supply);
Communities with low incomes

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/early-learning-providers/eceap
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/early-learning-providers/eceap
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/early-learning-providers/eceap
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/earlylearning-childcare/getting-help/wccc
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/earlylearning-childcare/getting-help/wccc
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/b0e5sqirze7j71byhcwjh4ik3ezspmug
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/b0e5sqirze7j71byhcwjh4ik3ezspmug
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/b0e5sqirze7j71byhcwjh4ik3ezspmug


The Early Learning Facilities Group is convened by Start Early Washington.
For more information, contact Erica Hallock at ehallock@startearly.org 

or Casey Osborn at casey@centralconsultingllc.com 
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.startearly.org/where-we-work/washington/&ved=2ahUKEwj-pLudxuuIAxU_FTQIHeqBPXUQFnoECAoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0w-atxLayH1-xWjkD5ZgTs
mailto:ehallock@startearly.org
mailto:casey@centralconsultingllc.com

